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I NTRODU CT I ON

The Drug Abuse Current Awareness System (DACAS) is a compre-
hensive biweekly listing of citations of the recent drug abuse
literature, derived from scanning the major publications media
in the area, including scientific and technical journals, popu-
lar magazines, underground newspapers, books, legal journals,
and government project reports. The citations are categorized
into the twenty-one Major Subject Areas listed below. Citations
are listed alphabetically by author under each heading when
there are entries for that issue.

History
Socio-Cultural Aspects
Epidemiology
Law and Public Policy
Etiology
Treatment and
Rehabilitation

Psychology and Psycho-
logical Effects

Public Information
Drug Education
Community Action
Information Resources

Pharmacology, Chemistry, and
Toxicology

Behavior and Physiological
Effects

Narcotics
Stimulants
Depressants
Hallucinogens
Cannabis and Derivatives
Volatile Substances
Other Drugs of Abuse
Literature

To better serve the very specific needs ot researchers and pro-
fessionals in the area, the Clearinghouse has developed a chart/
matrix of drug abuse research which is attached to each DACAS
list for use as a quick index reference. The matrix is composed
of drug categories more specific than the Major Subject Areas,
such as LSD, marihuana, barbiturates, and amphetamines, and
research areas and methods including treatment modalities, chem-
ical technics, biochemical and metabolic studies, and etiology.

Not all articles in the DACAS list are included in the matrix
since broad categories, such as Public Information, Law and
Public Policy, Community Action, History, and Other Drugs of
Abuse, do not require coordinate indexing for quick identifi-
cation. Citations are already categorized under these headings
in the list itself.
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The original articles cited in this list are abstracted and
entered into the Drug Abuse Information Resources and Materials
File, which is part of the Clearinghouse computerized storage
and retrieval system. The original articles are not available
from the Clearinghouse, but may be obtained from local univer
sity or medical libraries.

The first issues of the Drug Abuse Current Awareness System are
considered pilot issues. The Clearinghouse is interested in
eliciting comments and criticisms regarding the value of this
publication so that it can be improved and made more responsive
to the needs of the public.

Please direct your comments to:

(Mrs.) Susan B. Lachter
Project Manager
Drug Abuse Current Awareness System
National Clearinghouse for Drug

Abuse Information
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20852
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